Port’s National Maritime Month Well Covered by Media
The Port of San Diego recently celebrated National Maritime Month,
recognizing the benefits it brings to the nation and region in terms
of jobs and economic impact.
KUSI broadcasted the morning news live from the Port’s breakfast
event, “Striking a Balance: Environment and Industry.” Members of
the maritime industry, including Working Waterfront Group
member George Pasha, president of The Pasha Group, were
interviewed on the show.
Joel Valenzuela, the Port’s director of maritime operations, along
with other maritime representatives, spoke about the economic
contribution of the maritime industry. Maritime businesses in the
region generate about $6 billion in annual economic impact,
contributing as many as 42,000 direct and indirect jobs. About
5,000 jobs are rooted directly in the region’s maritime industry,
with an average salary and benefits of about $60,000 a year.
The breakfast drew almost 300 participants. Guests, including
numerous elected officials, listened to the panel— consisting of
U.S. Coast Guard Commander Capt. Thomas H. Farris, Holland
America Line Vice President William J. Morani, The Pasha Group
President George Pasha and Port of San Diego President and CEO
Wayne Darbeau—discuss groundbreaking environmental
programs, as well as the importance of the economic contribution
of the local maritime industry, especially during the current
economic downturn.
Working Waterfront Bay Tours Draws Hundreds of
Participants
To provide a view of the tremendous value of the maritime
industry from the sea, the Port hosted three bay tours during
National Maritime Month. Almost 300 participants, including

elected officials, Working Waterfront Group members and local
community leaders attended.
The two-hour tours featured views of North Embarcadero, Shelter
Island, Naval Base San Diego, the Port’s two marine cargo
terminals, and the ship building and repair facilities located on the
waterfront.
The tours provided participants with an up-close look of the
working waterfront and an opportunity to learn more about the
maritime industry. Although affected by the nation’s economic
downturn, the Port’s maritime business began to rebound in 2010,
handling 10,000 more automobiles, 10,000 metric tons of fuel and
200,000 more tons of bulk shipments than in 2009. Aggressive
efforts are under way to prepare the maritime terminals to meet
future demand expected as the economy improves.
Fiesta Del Sol Will Be Celebrated on Port Tidelands
The sixth annual Fiesta del Sol street festival will take place on
Port tidelands in Cesar Chavez Park on Aug. 13-14. The free, family
friendly two-day festival celebrates San Diego’s history and diverse
cultures and focuses on creating positive change by empowering
our communities.
Last year 75,000 people attended the event, and this year’s event
promises to be even better with fun family activities, non-profit
and business booths and informational pavilions.
The festival will feature exciting, hands-on activities for children,
educational promotions, and arts and culture, and healthy living
pavilions. The event will also feature a civic participation pavilion
including civil and human rights information, free citizenship
application information and assistance, legal non-profit resources,
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voter registration and comprehensive immigration reform advocacy
opportunities.
An interactive youth zone will engage youth with music, activities,
and information about recreational, educational and health
resources to keep them on a positive path. A specific area will also
be focusing on green jobs and technology featuring informational
workshops and green career pathways along with other green
information.
The event is presented by Justice Overcoming Boundaries.
Busy Year Lies Ahead for WWG
2011 promises to be a busy year for the Working Waterfront Group.
At its strategic planning session, the WWG outlined its goals and
objectives for 2011-2012.
The WWG executive committee will meet bimonthly and meetings
will be restructured so that the 2011 objectives are discussed at
each meeting, along with general updates on issues concerning the
group. Given the fluid nature of many issues, the executive
committee will discuss and agree to the order the objectives will
be placed on the WWG agendas in 2011 prior to each meeting.
Meetings of the greater membership of the WWG will be held on an
as-needed basis. Given the busy schedules of our membership, we
are trying to conduct our business, to the degree possible, by
phone and with email communications.
Ad Hoc committees will be established, as needed, around issues of
specific interest to the group to facilitate the achievement of
certain objectives.
The Working Waterfront Group will continue to raise awareness of
the benefits of a diverse working waterfront, support maritime

issues in both Sacramento and Washington, D.C. and promote the
advancement of amended legislation that supports the WWG agenda
and deep water Port access.
The WWG will also continue to advance a Business Improvement
District along Harbor Drive in San Diego and strive to gain passage
of the Barrio Logan Community Plan update that respects the
transition zone and supports the principles of the Barrio Logan
vision. The WWG will also work to resolve parking needs for Ship
Repair employees along Harbor Drive, among other issues.
Shipyard Parking – a Solution is Long Overdue
The issue of lack of available parking in Barrio Logan has been a
long standing concern for companies including NASSCO, BAE
Systems, Northrop Grumman Continental Maritime and BNSF
Railway. Not only is safety a top concern for these companies, but
also the impacts of traffic congestion and limited parking in the
local neighborhoods. To jumpstart this effort, the San Diego Unified
Port District is analyzing the feasibility of developing a new
parking facility in the Barrio Logan neighborhood to meet the
needs of employee parking for naval shipyard related businesses. A
study is being conducted by the Port to explore parking supply and
demand— in an effort to understand the current impacts of naval
shipyard related businesses’ employee parking in the
neighborhood. The study also evaluates how more street parking
areas could be made available for a new pedestrian and bicycle
pathway. The study, conducted by Kimley-Horn and Associates, is
scheduled for completion in late summer.
This effort ties in nicely to another project also underway to
address the need for shipyard parking in the Barrio Logan
area. Perry Dealy, President of Dealy Development, Inc., is
representing California Properties, the owner of six acres at the
corner of Main and Sampson Streets. They are advancing a proposal
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to build a three story, 1,400 space parking facility that could
significantly help meet employee parking needs. If the project stays
on its current schedule, a design builder would be brought aboard
in the second quarter of 2012 with construction completed by the
end of 2013. While there are many factors that still need to be
resolved to advance this project, said Dealy, the need is certainly
there and this would be the first project that could come on-line to
meet that need.
Regardless, solving the parking problem for naval shipyard
workers is long overdue. The Working Waterfront Group will
continue to monitor the progress of both efforts and keep you
apprised. For more information about the Ports parking study,
contact Senior Real Estate Manager, Paul Brown at 619-686-7283.
The Working Waterfront Group Opposes Alternative B
and C of National City Marina District Planning Study
The Working Waterfront Group has formally opposed Alternative B
and Alternative C of the National City Marina District Planning
Study, conducted by the Port of San Diego and the City of National
City. Both alternatives significantly encroach on maritime industrial
land.
The land use planning study covers 108 acres and is bordered by
the Sweetwater Channel to the south, Bay Marina Drive to the
north, Tidelands Avenue to the west and Interstate 5 to the east.
The three proposed alternatives convert certain industrial areas to
commercial use.
The Working Waterfront Group is in strong opposition to any net
loss of maritime industrial lands – any alternative considered or
selected must include mitigation for an equal amount of land

within close proximity to the port terminal. This is the position
the WWG will continue to advance throughout the study process.
Alternative A creates the least loss of industrial land, and the
Working Waterfront Group finds it amenable, but only if the loss of
industrial land is mitigated elsewhere. The Working Waterfront
Group also supports adding an Alternative D, which would basically
be the “no project “ alternative— not changing any land use
designations, but instead keeping them the way they are, to protect
the local maritime industry.
Changing the land use designation or any loss of maritime
industrial lands would have a detrimental effect on businesses
located in this area. It would impede the growth of local
companies, making it impossible for them to expand to meet future
market demands.
The economic benefits provided by the maritime industry need to
be preserved, by maintaining a balance between its needs
and those of surrounding neighborhoods, without encroaching on
already established maritime industrial lands.
The Working Waterfront Group is a coalition of commercial and
community organizations developed to champion the sustained
growth of our San Diego maritime industrial activities, preserving
jobs and the land areas vital to our regional economy. Collectively
our efforts help leverage the relationships of the Working
Waterfront Group members and the Port to support issues of
common interest, such as transition on zones, land use and goods
movement.
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